
Save Our River! St p the Disch rges! 

P.O. Box 2627, Stuart, Fl 34995 772·225·6849 

February ll. 2009 

Dear Mr. Salt and Ms. Scarlett. 

As you may know. the Rivers C alition formed in 1998 as a res ul t of the huge damaging 
discharges from Lake Okeechobee into the St. Lucie River. Over tbe decades, those 
di scharges hav peri dica lly collapsed the local ec system, cri ppled ollr economy and as 
recently as 2005, rendered the waters of the river unsafe for human contact. The River 
Coalition represents 0 er 200,000 ind ividuals through 50 member organizations of 
busin s . environmental and civic groups. We have long advocated the restoration of the 
health of the E ergJades and estuaries by the creation of a more natural tlow outhward. 

At Ollr January mee ling. the Rivers COt lition voted "to endorse the 001Vision and Plan 
for Succe. fu l Everg\ad s re tor-alion, the concept of the River of Grass Restoration 
Reserve. and the protection of the stuaries." 

We olTer our endorsement and assis tance . Please con tac t us if the River Coali ti on r r. 
personal ly, can be as as is tance to YOLI during rhes historic times. 

Since rely, 

~cu,oQ 
Leon Abood, Chairman 

www.RiversCoalition .org 
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c.c. Governor Crist 
Senator Mel Martinez 

enator Bi II Nelson 
Congressman Tom Rooney 
Representative Will iam Snyder 
Eric Buennann, SFWMD Board ( f Director 
Michael Col lins. SFWMD Board of Director 
Charles Dauray, SFWMD BO'lrd of Director 
Shannon E tenoz, SFWMD Board or Director 
Me lissa Meeker. SFWMD Bard or Director 
Patrick Ro ney, SFWMD Board of Director 
Jerry Montgomery. SFWMD Board of Director 
Paul Huck Jr .. SFWMD Board of Director 
Martin County Commissioner Doug Smith 
Martin County Commissiont:r Susan Vall iere 
Martin County Commi sioner Ed Ciampi 
Martin County Comm ission r Sarah Heard 
Marlin Cou nty Commissioner Patrick Hayes 
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